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Over the course of 2011, the U.S. 
Census Bureau has been releasing 
results from the 2010 Census, 
including population results for 
San Joaquin County by age and 
race.  The official population of San 
Joaquin County on April 1, 2010 was 
685,306 people, about 3,700 (0.5%) 
more than we projected 
in the June 2010 Regional 
Analyst. By comparison, 
the California Department 
of Finance’s latest forecast 
in December 2010 
overestimated San Joaquin 
County’s population by 
about 12,900 (1.9%).  These 
discrepancies are likely due 
to large swings in migration 
over the past few years, likely 
related to the recession, 
discussed in last year’s June 
2010 Regional Analyst San 
Joaquin County Population 
Projection.  We have also 
updated our population 
model with the latest 2010 
Census data releases, giving 

us a much better base population to 
forecast from than the 2005 ACS.

Our population model has been 
updated with new age and race data 
from the 2010 Census and new birth 
and death data provided by the 
San Joaquin County Department 

of Public Health Services. We have 
also reworked the population model 
to enhance robustness and better 
utilize the new data. The updated 
baseline projection is presented 
in Figure 1, with the population 
exceeding 790,000 by 2020 and 1 
million around 2036.
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Figure 1. Population of San Joaquin County, 1990 to 2040
San Joaquin County’s population is estimated to increase by 386,630 people over the next 30 years.

Source: Annual Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau; Population Projection Project, Business Forecasting Center
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Figure 2. Population of San Joaquin County by Race and Ethnicity, 2010
People of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity now make up a plurality of San Joaquin County’s population.

mid-2000’s.  After this period of 
strong population growth, however, 
the migration trend reversed - out-
migration overtook in-migration, 
slowing annual population growth. 
Population growth remained positive 
because San Joaquin County birth 
rates significantly exceeded death 
rates.

High population growth in the 
early half of the decade brought two 
significant demographic shifts to 
San Joaquin County:  the significant 
increase in high income families in 
the southern half of San Joaquin 
County outlined in the March 
2011 Regional Analyst titled San 
Joaquin County Income: Results 
from the American Community 
Survey, and people of Hispanic 
and Latino ethnicity becoming the 
largest demographic in San Joaquin 
county, surpassing the non-Hispanic 

White population by about 20,000 
residents. This represents a dramatic 
drop in the non-Hispanic White 
share of the population over the 
past decade: 47% of San Joaquin 
County’s population reported itself 
as non-Hispanic White on the 
2000 Census compared to 36% of 
the population on the 2010 census.  
This represents the most significant 
demographic shift in San Joaquin 
County over the past decade. 

This shift has some implications 
for future population growth in 
San Joaquin County.  First, women 
of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity 
generally have higher fertility rates 
across all child-bearing age groups 
than non-Hispanic or Latino 
women.  This will maintain a 
positive rate of natural population 
increase in San Joaquin County 
as the county ages.  Second, San 

Joaquin County will 
remain younger than 
other California 

counties as the state’s 

This Regional Analyst will discuss 
results from the 2010 Census and 
major demographic shifts over the 
past decade.  We will then present 
details from this year’s population 
projection and some of the major 
changes we have made.  Finally, we 
will discuss the major demographic 
shifts expected over the next 30 
years.

Results from the 2010 
Census
Since the 2000 Census, San Joaquin 
County’s population has increased 
by over 121,000 residents, an 
increase of 21.6%.  By comparison, 
California’s population grew to 
37.25 million in 2010 from 33.87 
million in 2000 – a 10% increase.  
San Joaquin County’s relatively 
quick population growth can be 
attributed to a significant influx of 
Bay Area commuters 
trying to escape high 
living costs during 
the early- and 
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The 2010 Census counted the population 
of San Joaquin County at 685,306, a 21.6% 
increase since the 2000 Census.

population ages and fertility rates 
continue to decline.

Figure 2 displays the population of 
San Joaquin County by race and 
ethnicity. The population of people 
of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity grew 
by almost 55% over the past decade, 
by far the greatest increase, to 39% 
of San Joaquin County’s population. 
Additionally, the Asian population 
grew by over 53%, increasing from 
11.4% to 13.8% of the population.  
The Black population grew by 
28.8% over the past decade and 
makes up 7.1% of the population. 
In contrast, non-Hispanic Whites 
were the only racial group whose 
population shrunk, falling by about 
8%. Just 1% of the population 
reported their race as either Pacific 
Islander/Hawaiian or Native 
American/Native Alaskan.

Figure 3 displays the demographics 
of San Joaquin County by Age.  The 
largest demographic shift in terms 
of age was a 31% increase in the 
population of those aged 60 and 
Older. The 2010 Census counted 
102,229 persons aged 60 or older 
compared to 78,070 in the 2000 
Census; the population aged 60 
and older now makes up about 15% 
of the population, up from 14% 
in 2000.  Additionally, the 2000 
Census found 34.3% of San Joaquin 
County’s population was under the 
age of 20.  In 2010, this has shrunk 
to 32.9% - just shy of one-third 
of the population.  These trends 
highlight that San Joaquin County’s 
population, like many throughout 
the United States, is slowly aging.  
The median age in San Joaquin 

County has increased from 31.9 
years in 2000 to 32.7 years in 2010; 
for comparison, the median age in 
California was 35.2 years and 37.2 
years in the United States in 2010, 
up from 33.3 years and 35.3 years, 
respectively, in 2000.  This trend will 
only continue - perhaps accelerate 
- in the future.  This will bring 
a number of significant changes 
to San Joaquin County: a falling 
overall fertility rate and increasing 
health care costs for seniors are two.  
Eventually, this trend will reduce 
the strong population growth we 
have experienced over the past few 
decades.  We do, however, expect 
population growth to remain strong 
relative to the rest of the nation.
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Figure 3. San Joaquin County Population by Age
Nearly one-in-three is under the age of 20 in San Joaquin County.
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Source: SF1 Demographic Profile, 2010 Decennial Census, U.S. Census Bureau
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This year’s population projection 
is presented in Figure 4.  As in the 
past, we present three population 
projections, each representing a 
different migration scenario.  All 
three projections utilize the same 
cohort-component model:

A cohort-component model begins 
with the creation of “cohorts” of 
five-year age groups from a base 
year in which the population by 
age, sex, and race is known – 2010 
in this case.  Fertility, death, and 
migration rates appropriate to each 
cohort group are then applied over 
a five-year period. Results for all 
of the cohorts are then summed, 
producing an estimate of the 
population.  This process is then 
repeated in five-year increments 
out to 2040 to get estimates of the 
population for each five-year period.  
All three scenarios use the same 
fertility and death rates, differing 
only by the migration rates utilized.  

This allows for different potential 
migration scenarios that could 
occur over the next 30 years in San 
Joaquin County.  Each scenario 
accounts for the abnormal migration 
trend from the 2006 to 2009 period 
and assumes that migration will 
gradually shift to the scenario-
appropriate level between 2010 and 
2015.

The projection we believe represents 
the most likely future migration 
scenario is indicated as the 
“Baseline” projection – this scenario 
represents the migration pattern 
experienced by San Joaquin County 
between 1995 and 2000.  This 
period of time represents historically 
“normal” migration, as opposed to 
the very high levels of in-migration 
during the 2000-2005 period - 
which we do not expect to occur in 
the future - and the very high levels 
of out-migration between 2006 and 

2011 Population Projection
A number of changes have been 
made to the population projection 
this year.  First, we updated the 
model to utilize Census 2010 data.  
Previously, results from the 2000 
Census were used to determine 
age and race distributions, then 
American Community Survey data 
was used to control for changes 
over time.  We now use fertility 
and death data collected by the 
Department of Public Health 
Services (PHS).  PHS was able to 
provide data compiled from birth 
and death certificates, providing 
an accurate count of all births and 
deaths occurring between 2000 
and 2009 accounting for age, race, 
and sex.  This data produces a more 
accurate representation of trends in 
the natural increase component of 
total population change.
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Figure 4. Population of San Joaquin County, 1990 to 2040
The population is expected to surpass 1 million people by the end of 2035.
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The Hispanic or Latino population grew 55% since 
2000, the fastest of any race or ethnic group. 

2009, which we also do not expect 
to occur in the future.  The “High 
Migration” scenario represents the 
average of the 1995-2000 and the 
relatively high rates between 2000 
and 2005.  We believe this level 
of in-migration is possible, but 
unlikely.

We have also included a “No 
Migration” scenario: population 
change due to both domestic and 
international migration is set to zero.  
Population change in this projection 
is dependent solely on the difference 
between births and deaths - the 
population’s natural growth rate.  As 
San Joaquin County has experienced 
a period of negative net migration 
over the past few years, this scenario 
is similar to assuming this short-
term trend continues over the next 
30 years.  We believe this represents 
the minimum population growth 
path for San Joaquin County in the 
future.

As is demonstrated in Table 1, 
different migration scenarios 
produce widely varying estimates, 
particularly toward the end of the 
forecast horizon.  Our projection 
utilizing a high migration rate 
predicts a population in 2040 
nearly 210,000 people greater 
than the projection utilizing zero 

net migration in the same year. 
Despite these differences, San 
Joaquin County’s population is 
still estimated to grow significantly 
faster than the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
estimated population growth of 
the United States over the same 
period: the baseline population 
projection estimates San Joaquin 
County’s population will grow 
at roughly double the rate of the 
U.S.  Between 2010 and 2020, San 
Joaquin’s population is estimated 
to grow by 1.44% on average; this 
rate is expected to increase to 1.68% 
between 2020 and 2030, slowing to 
1.39% per year between 2030 and 
2040. It is notable that even the 
zero migration projection exhibits 

population growth above 1% per 
year. 

Despite strong future population 
growth, this pace will slowly decline 
over time as the population ages 
and in-migration slows due to aging 
surrounding regions.  However, 
higher birth rates among Asians 
and people of Hispanic or Latino 
ethnicity, coupled with their rapidly 
growing populations, will offset 
some of these long-term effects.

Table 2 presents detailed results of 
the age and ethnicity components of 
our Baseline population projection.  
It should be noted that values for 
2010 in this table are counts from 

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040
High Migration 685,306    745,509    821,136    911,125    992,693    1,066,296  1,147,453  
Baseline 685,306    730,632    790,623    864,482    933,761    998,432    1,071,936  
No Migration 685,306    719,947    755,408    799,928    844,124    886,622    937,685    

Migration rates have a significant effect on population growth.

Source: 2010 Decennial Census, U.S. Census Bureau; Population Projection Project, Business Forecasting Center

Table 1. San Joaquin County Population Projection Under Various Migration Scenarios
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County’s population over the next 
30 years – this is compared to those 
aged 19 and younger accounting for 
30% and those aged 60 and older 
accounting for 33% of the change 
in population.  This underscores 
our expectation that San Joaquin 
County will not experience the 
same significant population growth 
from the past 30 years; growth rates 
are likely to remain relatively fast 
compared to the rest of the country, 
however.

Figure 5 displays the projected 
percentage increase of each ethnic 
group in San Joaquin County 
between 2010 and 2040. The 
population of people of Hispanic 
or Latino ethnicity will make up 
51.1% of San Joaquin County’s 
total population in 2040, more 
than doubling to about 547,800 
people.  The Hispanic or Latino 

the 2010 Decennial Census; values 
for subsequent years were estimated 
by our population model.  Overall, 
we estimate that San Joaquin 
County’s population will increase 
by 386,630 people over the next 30 
years, a 56.4% increase over the 2010 
population.  Over the next 30 years, 
the population aged 19 and younger 
will grow nearly the same rate – 
53.2% or 118,900 people – but the 
share of the population under the 
age of 20 will shrink from 33% in 
2010 to 32% in 2040.  Highlighting 
the aging of the county’s population, 
the population aged 60 or older 
will increase by 123.6% (126,300 
people), increasing from 15% of the 
population today to over 21.3% of 
the population in 2040 – more than 
one-in-five San Joaquin County 
residents will be aged 60 or older in 
2040.

Demographic 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040

19 and Younger 223.6 229.8 246.8 272.4 297.8 319 342.5
20-39 184.2 199.4 214.1 228.5 240.9 252 271.8
40-59 175.3 178.5 182.3 190.4 201.7 217.9 229.2
60 and Older 102.2 122.8 147.4 173.1 193.3 209.5 228.5
Total 685.3 730.6 790.6 864.5 933.8 998.4 1,071.9

Hispanic/Latino 266.3 300.4 340.3 390.2 441.1 491.6 547.8
Non-Hispanic/Latino 419.0 430.2 450.3 474.3 492.7 506.9 524.2
White 245.9 242.1 242.9 242.7 238.3 230.9 224.3
Asian 94.5 102.5 112.6 126 139.1 152.3 167.7
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 3.2 3.4 3.5 3.8 4.1 4.3 4.7
Black 48.5 53.9 59.4 65.3 70.1 73.6 76.8
American Indian/Alaska native 3.2 3.4 3.7 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.2
Others 23.5 24.9 28.1 32.4 37 41.5 46.5
Total 685.3 730.6 790.6 864.5 933.8 998.4 1,071.9

The Hispanic/Latino and 60+ populations are set to more than double over the next 30 years.

By Age (thousands)

By Ethnicity (thousands)

Source: 2010 Decennial Census, U.S. Census Bureau; Population Projection Project, Business Forecasting Center

Table 2. San Joaquin County Baseline Population Projection Detailed Results

Additionally, the population aged 
between 20 and 39 – the primary 
child-bearing population group - 
will increase by 87,600 people, or 
47.6%, but shrink to a quarter of 
the population (25%) in 2040 from 
about 27% in 2010.  The decline of 
this age group is likely to continue 
as the population ages, lowering the 
level of natural population increase 
in the process.  This is just one way 
by which the rate of population 
growth will decline over the course 
of the next few decades.  Similarly, 
the population group aged 40 to 
59 will increase just 30.7% over 
the course of the next 30 years, 
adding about 53,900 people.  This 
age group will shrink from 25.6% 
of the population to 21.4% in 2040 
- approximately the same share of 
the population predicted to be 60 
or older.  Together, these two age 
groups will account for just 36.6% 
of the total change in San Joaquin 
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population will grow by 105.7%, 
or 281,423 people, over the next 
30 years, becoming the majority of 
San Joaquin County’s population. 
The increase in the Hispanic or 
Latino population will account for 
73% of the total increase in San 
Joaquin County’s population over 
the next 30 years.  The majority of 
this growth will come from people 
migrating into San Joaquin County, 
as the Hispanic or Latino birth rate 
is expected to fall over the next few 
decades. The next fastest growing 
demographic is those who reported 
themselves as of two or more races.  
This group makes up just 3.4% of 
the population today, but will nearly 
double, adding 23,000 people, to 
46,500 people by 2040.  The group 
will grow to 4.3% of the population 
from 3.4% in 2010.

The Asian population in San 
Joaquin County will grow by 

73,200 people, an increase of just 
over 77% over the next 30 years.  
By 2040, 15.6% of the population 
will be Asian, up from 13.8% as of 
the 2010 Census.  Similar to the 
Hispanic or Latino population, 
most of this increase will come from 
in-migration rather than natural 
increase.  The Black population is 
anticipated to increase by 28,300, or 
58%, over the next three decades, 
keeping the Black population at 
about the same proportion of the 
population as in 2010.  The Native 
American/Alaskan population will 
increase by 30.7% to 4,200 people, 
an increase of about 975 people.  
The Pacific Islander/Hawaiian 
population will grow to 4,700 
people, an increase of 1,400 people 
or 43.5%.  Both of these groups will 
remain the smallest in San Joaquin 

County, together making up less 
than 1% of the population in 2040.

The non-Hispanic White population 
- the second largest racial group in 
San Joaquin County - is the only 
population group expected to shrink 
over the next three decades.  The 
loss will be driven by out-migration 
to other parts of the state rather 
than a decrease in fertility rates or 
an increase in the death rate.  The 
population is estimated to decrease 
from 245,900 people as of the 2010 
Census, to about 224,300 in 2040, 
a decrease of almost 9% or 21,600 
people.  Making up about 36% of 
the population in 2010, the non-
Hispanic White population will 
shrink to just 21% of the population.
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Figure 5. 30-Year Population Growth by Ethnicity and Race
Overall, the non-Hispanic or Latino population is projected to increase just 25% between 2010 and 2040.
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Long-Term Outlook
San Joaquin County will continue 
to see brisk population growth over 
the next 30 years from significant 
in-migration of Asians and people 
of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, 
bringing relatively higher rates of 
natural increase.  In spite of the 
continued migration of young non-
Hispanic White adults out of the 
county, the non-Hispanic White 
population will remain the second 
largest population group – slightly 
more than one-in-five of the county 
will be non-Hispanic White in 
2040.  San Joaquin County will 
continue to become more diverse 
in the future, despite the Hispanic 
or Latino population reaching a 
majority, making up over 51% of 
the population in 2040.  Along with 
these racial and ethnic changes, the 
population as a whole will grow 
older in San Joaquin County – over 
half the population will either be 
younger than 20 or older than 
59 in 2040.  The prime working 

population - those between 20 
and 59 – will shrink to 47% of the 
population and is anticipated to 
continue declining.  The decline 
of the population in this age 
group will reduce fertility rates 
and decrease the tax base for local 
government.  Further, the aging of 
the population will stress city and 
county government budgets and 
social insurance programs, as the 
number of persons who qualify for 
these programs increases.

San Joaquin County, however, 
will remain significantly younger 
than other areas, a trait that could 
become an economic asset as the 
nation deals with the implications of 
an aging population and workforce 
in the decades ahead.

San Joaquin County 

population is 

forecast to exceed 

790,000 in 2020, and 

1 million people by 

the end of 2036.


