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The North San Joaquin Valley (NSJV) Small Business Survey (SBS) reports conditions facing small 

businesses in the region. The Spring 2018 SBS shows the NSJV’s small businesses are still 

enjoying favorable market conditions and foresee those conditions continuing in the near future. 

However, the region’s small businesses report growth in operating costs over the last four month  

continuing to exceed sales growth and future employment is envisioned to only expand slightly.   

The survey also asked NSJV small businesses about which issues they perceive as market 

challenges. These were grouped in four categories: Local/NSJV; State/California; National/USA; and 

Global/international. The Spring 2018 SBS shows a mixture of growing and declining concerns by 

regional small businesses. While the Fall 2017 NSJV SBS identified higher concerns on just 2 of the 

18 issues surveyed, in this survey higher concerns from the previous period were expressed on 9 of 

19 issues.  

Given their rapid escalation since the last survey its not surprising that concern over oil prices 

increased the most of any issue in this edition of the survey. Despite rising conflicts between Israel 

and Palestine, concerns over global terrorism and military conflict was the issue that saw the 

greatest decline in concern among respondents, although it was still ranked of higher concern than 

six other issues.  
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Locally, concerns rose over availability of skilled labor, housing costs and affordability, and local 

consumer demand.  was of greatest concern to the NSJV’s small businesses. State-wide, concerns 

rose regarding tax policy and the regulatory climate. Nationally, concerns rose regarding 

international trade policy, inflation, and the federal debt. Concerns about global issues decreased, 

except for  international oil prices that was noted above. The survey is conducted by the Center for 

Business and Policy Research (CBPR) with support from the JP Morgan Chase Foundation. The 

NSJV SBS is a biannual survey informing small businesses and other stakeholders about market 

conditions and challenges in the region. 
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